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Derek's turn again. This issue brings more variety of subjects, 

and reflects the fact that many of you are happy to bash away 

at a keyboard or put pen to paper to create content for 

Throwback Modeller.  Nigel and I are always grateful for 

anything you send.  The big change in this issue is a change in 

presentation style.  This issue Nigel has moved away from the 

three column style to a single text block.  This should mean 

less scrolling for easier on screen reading, let us know if it 

works…? 

In the last issue I discussed the problems encountered with a recent accident involving meths 

firing of locos. I have gathered more information on the whole subject, but will revisit it in a 

later issue when hopefully I will have definitive answers.  There are some interesting models for 

sale in this issue. Sales are still happening, but I get a mixed message from traders so have no 

real idea of the extent to which external factors are influencing the market. I did not go to the 

Peterborough Show, but as I write reports are that most people had an enjoyable time, though 

maybe numbers were a little down - not least with the Rail Strike being on that day! I hope to 

be at Llanfair, and the heritage layout and display will be at Exeter again. If you are hoping to 

come to that Show, please do try to bring something for the display, even if you do not want to 

run. 

I am slowly rebuilding the damage from the recent winds to my own line, as like many of you I 

have discovered that being home full time does not give me freedom from having to attend to 

a load of domestic necessities such as lawns, hedges etc., and these certainly keep me away 

from doing any more with TBM!  I am looking forward to visiting a couple of lines that for some 

time I have been unable to, and enjoy that side of our hobby as much as anything. 

It is still necessary to hope all of you manage to stay healthy. I wish you happy steaming, and 

look forward to meeting up with some of 

you again this year.  

All the very best to everyone, Derek 
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Cover shot; Hugh 

Saunders Lyn and Phil 

Flint Lew roll through 

Bratton Fleming on a 

warm summer 

afternoon.  The 

coaches are Bernard 

Clarke - mentioned 

elsewhere in this issue 

Photo Nigel Town 

Fancy a basket case, Dave Pinniger 

took this photo at Statfold Barn 

recently, of the 1910 Hunslet 

'Seaforth' which obviously needs 

some tlc? Besides Nigel how many of 

us would take on such a challenge in 

16mm?   
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Jack Wheldon an appreciation 

Mike Gaskin wrote this in 2002, and as a loco builder of note himself, it is worth visiting what he had to 

say about Jack. It is also appropriate whilst we continue to look back at Jack's contributions to our hobby. 

So, Mike writes:  

I often wonder if anyone who has an interest in model railways generally can remember what actually 

started such a pursuit?  Very often, it would be a 'train set' present, and the then dim perception that, 

given time, something like the real thing could be reproduced in miniature. For me, the idea that such a 

conception should be indoors ( perhaps in one's bedroom as a child? ) never appealed - it really should 

be set in a more natural backdrop. 

And so the concept remained a dormant, but by no means an extinct possibility with me for many years, 

with only the vague notion that should such a prospect come about, then it would not be a condensed 

portion of the erstwhile British Railways, however strong such temptations were, but a self-contained 

'light' railway, which would live secretly in its own sheltered world and would also be narrow gauge - out 

of defiance more than anything else. 

Various attempts were made towards the aforementioned aim, but matters received an irreversible 

boost when I first read an article entitled 'Raising the Pressure' in Railway Modeller back in the '70s. 

Written in a style that was so enchanting as to be timeless this, and subsequent writings by Jack 

Wheldon, was the catalyst that fired both the determination and enthusiasm that was to provide a 

hobby of everlasting interest for me, and has provided a source of inspiration for many who wished to 

take their railways out into the garden. If Jack was still with us (he died suddenly in 1988) I'm sure he 

would modestly deny such influence, but as further articles appeared in the model press culminating in 

the 'Buyers Guide to Steam' in the old Model Railways magazine, there was now quite a revolution taking 

place in garden railways generally. Although by no means alone in this transformation, I sincerely believe 

that he, along with the increased availability of reliable and affordable live steam locomotives from 

Archangel Models and others, firmly established the concept of a working miniature railway as a life time 

interest for many people in their gardens. It should also be mentioned that the greater growth 

undoubtedly lay in the adoption of a scale of 16mm to the foot on a track gauge of 32mm which, along 

with variations to include 45mm gauge, all produced a size of model which was highly suitable for all-

weather operation in the average garden. 

My personal acquaintance with Jack began in the early '80s when he had just become established with 

the production of the 'Pooter' class of locomotive. This design was the result of productive research into 

the concept of an efficient, externally fired garden engine, of freelance outline but closely based on 

typical 'contractors' narrow gauge style of construction around the turn of the last century. 

At this time, I was engaged in the development of internally-fired models, and some degree of 

'standardisation' regarding working proportions that could be applied to a repeatable 'house' design. A 

rewarding exchange of ideas followed, with his letters illustrated with little sketches to clarify points of 

detail and interest. 

His own line, the Border Counties Railway was also described in various articles, from its basic concept in 

the early days as a 7mm scale line with Hornby tinplate rolling stock (this had existed elsewhere), to the 

extensive and highly scenic railway in Burbage, Wiltshire, which was to become a well visited venue for 

fellow enthusiasts. 
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To run on the B.C.R. was a positive delight. No other line (and there are many fine ones) could quite 

match the atmosphere that the garden in Burbage projected. Whether this was the quiet rural location 

(the bungalow and garden were on the edge of the village surrounded by extensive farmland), the quaint 

antiquity of the line itself - very much built using almost anything that was available, or the garden with 

its part concealment in shrubs and small trees, I am not sure. But to run on it was to lose oneself in a 

miniature, timeless illusion - despite a continuous run of some 250 ft, only relating to about one scale 

mile in 1:19 (or 16mm), it seemed very much further. This concealment could throw up a few surprises 

too. Taking your eyes off a moving train for a few seconds you could quite easily lose track of its progress 

completely. "Where's it gone?" was a commonly heard expression of surprise followed by mild panic 

when it appeared in a totally different section of the line than expected! Such was the magic of the place. 

Why am I writing this? Well, I consider that Jack was very much a pioneer in the true sense. He was 

directly associated with the 'new' era which saw the genesis of the 'Archangel' period, as previously 

mentioned, and was subjective and critical to earlier elements of design (relating to small scale live 

steam models) where the established practice was clearly flawed.  Determined to prove these criticisms 

by functional design relating to his own models, the application of using a 'screened' internal firebox 

mated to a pot boiler (meths fired), together with a carefully balanced free gas area (the ratio of firegrate 

area to exhaust of chimney/flue dimensions) produced a rapidly steaming boiler that was considerably 

less affected by weather conditions - something that an earlier basic 'pot' of the tinplate years was not 

exactly noted for. 

Production difficulties with the 'Pooter' design resulted in the model eventually being transferred in 

essence to Roundhouse Engineering, but to be truthful Jack was at his best as an experimenter, who was 

able to apply a logical approach to any problem, whether it was in new construction or diagnostic 

rectification of existing model locos that would not conform. This application, based on the reasoning 

that a model locomotive was only a small version of its full-sized brothers, (miniature rather than model 

was a favourite description of his) and that this needed to be understood before such application could 

be transferred to a scenic garden railway engine was applied generally. Investigations into many models 

brought to Burbage works for attention would always start with a look into the 'basic proportions' - poor 

performers or engines that steamed badly where there was no obvious mechanical defect, would 

invariably be the result of ill thought out design—usually an unsuccessful attempt to scale down directly 

from passenger hauling practice. Jack was never too keen to become involved in tinkering with a bad 

design, preferring instead to suggest a complete rebuild as a solution. Experience had taught him that to 

attempt some sort of cure by 'hanging bits on it' was frequently more trouble than it was worth! He was 

by no means alone in this assumption, as many a builder has discovered to his cost! 

If the reader detects a certain whiff of nostalgia in this brief then I must confess to this, but Jack was by 

no means content to let matters rest, and was quite forward looking in his outlook. Whilst I raised 

eyebrows in certain areas by the adoption of colour light signals and power operated pointwork on my 

old line at Caterham (Mike was at that time a signalman on the national rail network) Jack quite 

applauded such advancements, but in what was almost a schoolmasterly manner (being a teacher by 

profession) cautioned not to drift too far from the light railway ideal! However, he never allowed himself 

to be restricted by convention and still considered 3ft 6in gauge and the larger locomotives of, for 

example, East Africa as narrow gauge by definition. 

Nostalgia, as someone once said, ain't what it used to be, but I feel that memories of the 'Old World' 

should be kept alive. 
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 The 16mm Association awards every year the Jack Wheldon Cup for modelling achievement of course. As 

I was closely connected in correspondence with Jack for what was, by far, too short a time, and that a 

practical reminder of what he started in the Garden Railway scene should be continued, then naming a 

loco in his memory seemed to be the least that I could do. It should have been done before now! 

Choice of a suitable model wasn't difficult, as at the time of writing only two exist. As the current steam 

locomotive No: 1, a 4-6-0 based on circa 1900's practice for branch line use in the Tropics does not quite 

fit in with the vision of a light railway that I would have preferred (although I am sure he would have 

approved), then the honour fell to No: 2, the little E.M. Baldwin battery electric. I consulted with my 

friend Dave 

Rowlands on 

the choice, as 

he was well in 

tune with 

affairs at 

Burbage, and 

he agreed that 

the loco in 

question was 

highly suitable, 

incorporating 

in his opinion 

all the aspects 

necessary for 

the functional 

garden line. 

And so it was 

without further 

hesitation 

decided on. 

Personally I 

would have 

been a little 

more assured to the suitability had another steam locomotive been available, but it wasn't - steam 

models tend to get sold on in due course to fund future projects, and this will probably be the case with 

the 4-6-0 sometime in the future no doubt. 

So in November 2001, 13 years after his passing, a short ceremony was held in the greenhouse 

(workshops end of the line in Cornwall) and the plates carrying the inscription: Jack Wheldon Garden 

Railwayman 1925-1988 were unveiled. A train of log flats was then run to mark the occasion, the loco 

pausing for photos to be taken before returning to its normal duties. As I watched the engine and 

wagons return, there was a feeling of satisfaction - unfinished business had been completed. 

Derek finishes: I remain in regular contact with Mike, and am slowly preparing an in depth article on him 

and his locos. He tells me that the E M Baldwin is still happily shunting a private siding yard on a long 

standing friend's standard Gauge 1 line in Hertfordshire, where it's size difference is not so noticeable as 

to stop it working alongside the 1/32 locos and electric stock. The name and number plates were 

returned, and 23 is now on a loco he built a couple of years ago, whilst the 'Jack' plate is fixed on the 

wooden plinth it sits on, as a further tribute. 
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SKIRTING MORE 

MATTERS 
Derek writes: Following on from John Armstrong's 

article in the last TBM about his love of Glyn Valley 

Tramway locos, it is worthwhile to round off the 

subject by looking at the production model that 

predated those you saw. Robin Gosling was at the 

time of manufacture running the workshop at the 

Science Museum, and his models of the GVT locos 

became, somewhat spasmodically, available at the 

start of the '80s. You could have any colour as long 

as it was black! 

Robin's predated Tony Sant's Finescale variant, but 

it is fair to say that the basic engineering ethos was 

similar. However, to begin with, Robin scaled his 

locos around the original track gauge of 2' 4 1/2", 

so when you see the two locos together, the 

Finescale is the larger by a small margin. 

Both bodies are lift off. However, The Gosling had 

the single oscillating cylinder on the centre line of 

the chassis, in front of the boiler, removing any 

need for an exhaust pipe as it vents immediately 

under the chimney. Tony elected to have a larger 

boiler on the Finescale, and for that reason his 

cylinder is mounted on the side, against the 

mainframe.  Both versions had a flywheel, but 

Robin introduced gears and a driveshaft to take the 

power to both axles, whilst the Finescale had 

conventional coupling rods. It is really worthwhile 

to go to Marc Horovitz's 'Sidestreet Bannerworks' 

site, click on Locomotive of the Month, and go to 

December 2008. Here you will find a very detailed 

description of Harvey Watkins' Finescale GVT 

model to aid comparison. 

The Gosling meths tank and burners were retained 

in the footplate area by two simple sliding clips, 

giving you the option to light up free of the loco 

and then slot the unit into place.  I will continue to 

maintain that the performance of these models has 

not been bettered by anything more recent - they 
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 have a very slow, metronomic running ability, and 

coupled with a crisp exhaust beat they can run for 

anything up to around 55 minutes with a meths 

top up, also having no burner noise. I am lucky to 

own two Goslings, the black and green/white ones 

you can see. They were detailed by Chris Tilley and 

have opening doors on the regulator side (making 

life a lot easier when reaching for it). If you own or 

watch any of the Regner single cylinder models, 

then they are the closest to the Gosling in terms of 

running performance and sound. 

In more recent times, the Accucraft/ANG/GRS tie 

up produced a number of GVT models, in either 

32mm or 45mm gauge but not convertible. They 

were a conventional twin cylinder chassis, with a 

lift off body as per the aforementioned versions. 

However, this more conventional configuration 

was predated by some 45 years by Harvey 

Watkins, whose very first home built live steam 

locomotive was just such a GVT, named Sir Jasper. 

Dave Pinniger kindly supplied the photo of the 

loco with the train, whilst the wonderful steam 

effect one comes from Keith Skillicorn. As with his 



P A G E  8  I S S U E  2 8  J U L Y . A U G U S T  2 0 2 2  

 

 

other earlier locos, Harvey made everything himself, machining the cylinders from gunmetal and in fact 

only buying in the wheels. I did make the mistake of suggesting that the body must have been easy to 

make, whereon Harvey corrected me by saying that it was probably the most difficult because, if you 

were one degree out with the verticals, as you folded round it 

magnified the discrepancy so that by the end you could be well 

out.  

The one common feature of all the aforementioned is that with 

the benefit of the skirts hiding everything, they are all 0-4-0. A 

while ago we did feature Chris Dowlen's home built version, 

and that is 0-4-2 as per the prototypes.   By chance, the 

photographs of the Gosling in this piece came to me to 

illustrate a loco that is currently for sale, and they show the 

quality of both the design and engineering in the model. It is 

mentioned again in the For Sale section if you are interested? 



Sales, Wants & Solds 
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Sales successes: 

Before you read on, may I again point out that 
anything for sale in these pages is available to buy, 
whether you get TBM directly or via the Salop Group 
website or any other means. It is Nigel's and my 
intention to keep the models within the enthusiast 
ranks in the hope that many of us can therefore get 
to see and enjoy them over time. There are no 
charges of any sort levied on these sales. 

SOLDS 

Both the coal fired locos sold very quickly. In the case 
of the John Shawe Black Adder, I had alerted the 
person who had been asking in the Wants previously 
for a coal fired loco, and he snapped it up though he 
was not the only enquirer. It just shows that it is 
worth registering your interest with us. Confirmation 
of possible sales at Peterborough saw the Coffee Pot 
definitely go home with a new owner. The two flat 
wagons sold, as well as the bundles of Tenmille track. 
The rake of four Accucraft L&B coaches are now sold, 
as are the Accucraft wagons though the vendor 
kindly donated four of them to the Woody Bay 
project.  The green Roundhouse Lady Anne has sold. 

Now the actual sales.  

If you start at the sales part of the magazine, you 
have yet to find that we are offering a Gosling Glyn 
Valley tram loco, the photos of which have been 
used in another feature. You can see from these that 
the loco is in very good condition, and my comments 
about the model in general are in the piece. Offers 
are invited and there are not too many chances to 
own one of these. 

A Roundhouse Blanche, built in 2008. In 2010 it went 
to Mike Darby where it was converted from manual 
to r/c. Then Tony Willmore of Rhos Helyg Locomotive 
Works repainted it from its original green to the lined 
Penrhyn livery that it still carries. In 2018 the r/c was 
upgraded to a Turnigy 5X 2.4 Ghz. A desirable loco, 
for which offers are invited - these don't come up for 
sale that often. 

A Steamlines Shay. I have been involved with moving more 

than one of these, and having one myself I have a soft spot 
for them. I really like small Shays, they have a good balance 
but there is a lot for the eye to take in. Whilst mine is painted 
matt black, this version is gloss. I have checked with the 
vendor, who has owned it from new, and it came like this. 
The original locos were r/c, which worked on the rotary valve 
of the Osmotor to give speed and direction. Like mine, this 
has been converted to manual control, and also a 
condensate trap has been added which has improved the 
running. This loco looks really well, and is open to offers. 

Maxwell Hemmens Ogwen. I have written before that this is 
one loco that seems to go below most people's radar, but 
they are a sweet little model and run very well. An 
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alternative to the ubiquitous quarry Hunslets, This is also open 
to offers. 

An early Roundhouse Pooter, satin black finish and meths 
fired. 0-4-0 as usual, but in this case gauge adjustable. 
Hackworth valve gear. It has been fitted with a low water 
warning light, tank top coal bunkers and sprung buffers. 
£1499. 

When mentioning the IP Jane in another piece, I was not to 
know that this loco would come up for sale. It has been 

converted to gas firing by Roger Goodall, but is otherwise as 
standard. You can find clips of IP Janes running on You Tube. 
This loco is open to offers. 

Wrightscale Gas Mechanical Baldwin. You very rarely see 
these locos for sale. This one looks well, and is open to offers. 
(Nigel adds, I quite like this myself but I’m currently banned 
from further purchases) 

The little yellow battery diesel is for sale, unused, as are seven 
of the all metal tippers. They were bought brand new from 
Garden Railway Specialists, but have never actually really 
been run so come with boxes 'as new'. There is some thought 

that the speed of the diesels was increased with later 
versions, but if so this is one of the originals. Proceeds from 
this sale will go to the Beacon Cancer Care Centre in 
Taunton, and we would welcome offers for the whole 
package please. 

 

 

We now have quite a collection of rolling stock - all in really 
good condition. They are roughly grouped together in the 
photos, but you can bid for quantities or singles - your choice. 
All items are with me now, so I can photograph anything 
specific if you want me to. I am following the grouping in the 
photos with a brief description of the contents as follows: 



4 Darjeeling closed wagons. 

Darjeeling Inspection Trolley, complete with parasol and 
brolley. Really exquisite. 

2 Darj. Box vans, 1 open wagon, and two ditto with 
tarpaulin covers. 

A rake including 1 Brake van, 1 open wagon, 2 Quarryman's 
coaches and 1 box van. 

1 GVT coach (with passengers) and 6 open wagons. 

WD Brake van, box van and two open wagons with loads. 
These are smaller size to the rest of the stock, and ideal for 
a small line or to go behind a small loco. 

4 slate wagons and two flat bed wagons with slate load. 

Finally, there are a number of items still available listed in 
the previous edition of Throwback Modeller, #27.  If you 
have a question on any of the sale listings please contact 
Derek for an update if it’s still available. 
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WANTED (Nigel comments, I love writing this list each 
edition. I find it makes fascinating reading in it’s own right - 
just reading what other modellers/collectors are interested 
in) 

One new item this issue - Having missed out on the 
recently offered Peter Angus Shay, a reader would like to 
buy any vertical boilered Shay, such as maybe a Regner, 
but anything considered. 

… then the original list… 

Triang/Novo Big-Big chassis or complete loco. Must be 
working. Or a set of gears for the same model, to replace 
those currently stripped (!) 

Archangel coaches. Both bogie and four wheeler, built or 
still as kits. More than one person was after the ones 
recently sold. 

A Roundhouse Forney - only made between 2000-2004. 

Someone with an almost full set of Brandbright catalogues 
would appreciate nos: 13, 15 and 17 if you can spare 
them? 

Brandbright kit for the L&B open Howards trucks, prefer 
unbuilt. 

A gentleman with a nice collection of gas fired locos, 
cannot help but keep thinking that he would like to have a 
go with one that is coal fired. No specific model, but just 
one that won't defeat him at the first few attempts.  Do 
you have something suitable? 

Dave Pinniger wants to add another Archangel 4 wheel 
coach to his rake. As you can see from the photo showing 
his Archangel Rheidol "Hazel" pulling the two coaches he 
has, they are in chocolate and cream. So, if you have one 

to sell him, then it will ideally be either an unmade kit or 
finished in this livery, though if you have one in another 
livery it will be considered. 

Any Peter Angus geared locomotive. 

Linda, in Ffestiniog Railway guise, and must be gas fired but 
not a Roundhouse version. 

Another Linda. This can be any manufacturer, any 
specification, and needing work is not a problem. 

An Accucraft open sheep wagon, either W&Ll or GW 
lettering, but with 32mm wheelsets. 

An Archangel VoR 2-6-2T loco, to the original body shape. 
Whatever form of firing will be acceptable.   

Wrightscale WD Baldwin. 

John Milner's book, 'Rails to Glyn Ceiriog Part 2'.  

The Merlin Monarch brass dome that fits over the safety 
valve.  

In the mid '90s IP Engineering made some four wheel 
coach kits with milled sides and a tumblehome as opposed 
to their newer versions. I have someone who wants to buy 
some - preferably unstarted but complete models would 
be considered if their condition is reasonable. 

A Roundhouse Bertie or Katie, preferably red. 

A Roundhouse/Brandbright Fiji Fowler 

A NGG11 from Peter Angus/Mike Lax 

Tom Cooper Huddy Hunslet, similar to the one below 

A Brandbright GS2 Goods Van kits, unmade. 

Any discarded Beck loco components - non-running locos 
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Derek writes from the naughty corner. Not all my fault, but a few corrections. In the last TBM, Don Sanders' delightful 

little line found itself shortened in the setting out,  as it is in fact the Mousecroft and Crow Furlong Tramway. 

I really did get in a mess with this one, and thanks to John Kitchenman for straightening me out. The loco he sold to Chris 

Fletcher was indeed a Locobox Talybont. In dealing with Chris, I 

had also sent him a photo of a loco in an auction which I believed 

was one of his. He replied that it was, and was called Oliver, of 

which he only ever built four. You can see it in the photo. 

Finally, when Peter Bleasdale rejoined the 16mm fraternity, I 

sent him all the back issues of TBM. On arriving at TBM13, he 

read an article on converting a RH Carrie into a Mk.2 Pooter, and 

it stated that all early Lady Annes, Dylans and Old Colonials were 

0-4-0. He points out that it is not the case, and Old Colonials 

were 0-6-0. Happy to correct that, though it passed me by at the 

time! 



etc. 

A David Hick L&B - in any condition. 

A Mike Beeson L&B - in any condition 

Dead or ailing - Any L&B loco, by any heritage 
manufacturer. Gas or meths firing, age immaterial, happy 
to take on any mechanical or cosmetic work being needed. 

A David Hick loco, preferably a Peckett  

A John Turner Quarry Hunslet. 

2 x Blanche in Black with Penrhyn lining. 

An Outline 7/8ths. scale Simplex 

A Roundhouse Carrie with Hackworth valve gear. R/C 
preferred. Or DJB Robert, which is believed to have utilised 
the last of the RH Carrie chassis. 

A John Brittain coal fired NGG16 Garratt 

An Accucraft NG15, two requests or an NGG16 Garratt 

Any Hugh Saunders loco. 

A Hunslet Jack in 7/8ths. Could be Harvey Watkins, Wilson 
Locomotives or w.h.y.  

A coal fired Wilson Locomotives model. 

Exotic/old school/quirky locos and rolling stock to appease 
previous 16mm memories. 

Mike Beeson L&B coaches (please) 

Archangel Snowdon Ranger/Moel Tryfan 

Brandbright/Roundhouse Coffee Pot, with or without roof. 

A Harvey Watkins Darjeeling B class loco 

Cuckoo's Nest Katie.   

David Taylor Steamcraft double fairlie, American outline 

but also confusingly named Mountaineer.  

Any small and interesting steam loco (restricted radius on 
the line it is wanted for ). 

Tom Cooper Mini Mule. 

Merlin Little Wonder 

Tom Cooper Steamlines Rheidol. 

Archangel Rheidol, must be sound and in good running 
condition, similar to the one caught on camera by Keith 
Skillicorn below 

Archangel Brick - any cab profile. 

Tolhurst Model Engineers Vale of Rheidol Swindon built 
3rd. class carriage in crimson and cream, in v.g.c. 

Perfect World/Trenarren Models station lamp(s). 

If you are minded to thin down your collection, then 
consider using Throwback Modeller. There are no auction 
site charges, no costs for money transactions, and no 
advertising costs. You get what the market is prepared to 
pay, as opposed to finding out later that you could have 
sold for more. So, if you have any of the model described 
above to sell, then please contact me.  Thanks Derek 

AUCTION RESULTS 

Thanks to Chris Stockdale again, who mentioned that there 
was one lot of three locos being auctioned at Arnhem in 
the Netherlands on July 4th.  There was a Roundhouse 
Lady Anne, early type, together with a Dylan that had a 
modified cab and also some fairly heavy damage to the 
smokebox end of the loco, but also an Archangel Snowdon 
Ranger that looked fairly well and would have probably 
come up nicely. Sadly I cannot access the sale price - if 
anyone knows? 
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Missing C?   Collection of Darj locomotives, going left to right classes 
A, D and B are represented here - Photo Dave Pinniger 
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Taken from the headings of SM32, 16mm scale and live steam locomotive. 

A Merlin Matador project, in 2-4-4-0 configuration, with the chassis casting 
damaged and incomplete, sold for £300. This is of course 45mm. 

An Archangel Rheidol 2-4-0, meths fired and with a tender, looking complete 
but well used sold for the highest offer up to £900, a figure I am unaware of. 

There is a collection of at least five locos, mainly Mamod conversions, rolling 
stock and track for sale. Appears to need tlc, but opening bid £2000. 

A Locomotion Metrovic Bo-Bo diesel sat for a long time at £600 with no bids 
and has ended now. I don't know if it sold, but it seemed a fair price. 

A small 0-4-0 scratchbuilt saddle tank, with oscillator cylinders had 19 bids and 
sold for £410.  From the same home was a blue 0-6-0 scratchbuilt, which had 17 bids to £300. 

The long advertised Archangel Sammy dropped to £735. 

A gas fired dark red Roundhouse Lady Anne was advertised at £1095, and then as best offer 
accepted. 

A GVT tram loco in beige, r/c, dual gauge and twin cylinder was up for £900. 

A red Roundhouse Lady Anne came on at £1100, and was bid to £775 but withdrawn as 
reserve not met. 

YouTube 

Derek writes: 

Model World Part 1 (1975): Keith 
Skillicorn kindly alerted me to this.They 
don't make programmes for 
mainstream television like this any 
more, but back in the day they certainly 
kept modelling in the forefront of 
viewers interest. Whilst  the older 
readers of TBN may well enjoy this trip 
down Memory Lane, around four 
minutes into the clip the presenter  
(Bob Symes-Schutzmann), has an 
exchange with Don Boreham, who was 
synonymous with the Meirioneth 
Society and wrote books on the subject 
of narrow gauge modelling. Of 
particular note during this piece is that 
they show Don's model of the Listowell 
& Ballybunion Monorail locomotive and 
the only photos I had ever seen before 
were b&w where it is here in colour 
and looking really well. 

Firing a Model Coal Fired Locomotive: 
In the last TBM I featured a model coal 
fired De Winton locomotive. It was sold 

by Mike Darby to Gordon McLellan, 
whose partner Bron took this clip, 
which Tony Bird subsequently edited 
and posted. It is a good watch, and 
shows that this fairly basic model is an 
easy runner, and sounds and performs 
well.  

Russell and the Heritage Train test run 
to Rhyd Ddu: I love this prototype loco, 
and also have never yet travelled on 
the  WHR. This clip of some 15 minutes 
gave me the chance to see the scenery 
around the line, as well as to listen to 
Russell working on some of the 
sections. One to drink a coffee with. 

Two lines with a link, and both are 
delightful railways with great locos and 
rolling stock. I liked watching the 
Accucraft  

Cranmore Peckett in the first of the 
following, whilst the planting out of the 
garden in Lawnswood is just lovely:  

Visitors to 16mm Aireside Railway 
March 2022. 

Lawnswood Light Railway - YGRS 2020. 

Finally, if you want to see something 
unique, well crafted and just plain fun, 
put in Live Steam 7/8thsN2 Tram Run. 
This great loco can be found, with a 
very detailed description of its 
construction, in the Locomotive Gallery 
of Marc Horovitz's Sidestreet 
Bannerworks site. It was built by Carl 
Weaver, and yes it and the rolling stock 
etc. are 7/8ths. scale. 
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More on 

Larry 

Cheeseman 

According to his wife John 
Armstrong is often found 
meandering through the 
goodies on eBay, and 
suddenly came across a 
45mm live steam 
DeWinton. As his 
preference is for this gauge 
he bought the loco. 
Indications were that it was 
built by Larry Cheeseman, 
some of whose locos we 
featured in his obituary in 
the last TBM, and with this 
in mind he contacted John 
Kitchenman to see if he 
could help with any 
information. John's 
response came with a 
photo of his own model 
which seemed to confirm 
the provenance. It seems 
that the 45mm may be 
regaugeable? 

John's new addition is the 
one with the blue 
bodywork. It runs very well, 
and at prototypically slow 
speeds.  Whilst Derek is not 
the greatest fan of 
DeWintons, he admits to 
quite liking this model as 
everything is pretty much in 
proportion, and may get to 
see it running on one of 
John's visits.  

John’s eBay purchased DeWinton 

John Kitchenman’s DeWinton 



CMR/SSG driver Barry Bolt with his new loco. 

P A G E  1 6  I S S U E  2 8  J U L Y . A U G U S T  2 0 2 2  

 

 

It’s behind you heritage rolling stock 
Derek writes: 

Continuing this themed series, this particular 

item brings something different for your 

interest. Shadowing eBay for my report, I 

suddenly came across a number of different 

models, all battery powered, and one of 

which I had been searching for years to own. 

It happened to have been listed by someone 

I knew well, so a quick email secured it for 

me. When I went to collect it, I was 

generously also given this works wagon.  

It transpires that a local house clearance 

auction had included a box of 16mm models 

built by the late Eric Lloyd, so my friend 

secured the lot before beginning to dispose 

of some items. Therefore it seems 

reasonable that Eric built this, and it certainly echoes his 

mindset. The body sits on two metal skip chassis, and 

the whole has a wonderfully old and tired patina. Not 

only are there the assorted tools that you see, but 

within the actual shed style body (which demounts) is a 

workbench. I will say that the recycled food tin that now 

forms the roof is amazingly sharp and is best avoided. 

This would make a good modelling subject, as it can run 

alone behind a small 

loco. What did I buy in 

order to get this? 

Well, it will form part of a detailed article at some point in TBM on the 

late Peter Barnfield, and is one of his wonderful two unit railcars. I had 

only ever seen one before, at the Exeter Show, where hopefully mine 

will also put in an appearance this year. 

Also pictured here are some coaches and wagons. These are currently 

(as I write) for sale by Mike Darby of Chuffed 2 Bits Ltd.  They were 

made some thirty or more years ago by the late Bernard Clarke, and 

were discovered by Tony Sant (Finescale) and Mike during a garage 

clear-out at Tony's. Bernard's quality of work is well known, so I am 

happy to include them in this section. Some of the wagons are 

particularly desirable from my point of view, as well as being unusual 

as a subject. Amazing how many early 16mm items turn up after many 

years, often still as untouched kits. 
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John Armstrong writes: 

It was good to see the LIFU loco in the last TBM. I have attached some photos of a model from 
the late Peter Jones (Compton Down Railway).  

When the models from his collection were offered for sale I bid for some of the locos and stock 
including this model.  

The running gear is a Faller 
battery loco chassis with a pin 
extending below the chassis 
which could be activated by a 
ramp; the main switch is a very 
small forward/off/reverse switch 
under the decking - tricky to find 
by feel. 2 C type batteries fit 
under the wood load which is 
removable to provides the 
power. The loco grinds along at a 
prototypical pace. There are 
many parts of added detail to the 
loco including the bonnet which 
could have been a OO or O gauge 
shunter bonnet, whilst the cab 
could be from the same Diesel 
shunter. 

Adding even more character, the 
driver sits on a small barrel 
wearing his gumboots! 

Electric Avenue 



P A G E  1 8  

Derek adds: There is so much more of Peter's modelling out there that I would love to cover. His 
daughter Kes very kindly brought all of Peter's collection to Peterborough immediately prior to 
auctioning it, and it totally filled one complete side and end of the then heritage display. Just a 
huge testimony to Peter's imagination and modelling ability. I was invited to the Compton Down 
Memorial Steam Up on his line before it was dismantled, and with the kind permission of my 
then employers, as I was nearby in Haverfordwest, I arrived in a 44ton milk tanker to lay claim to 
the largest ever visiting vehicle. If you have any of Peter's models or what he produced 
commercially such as his Gravura buildings, please send in photos and or details. 
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John Perkin, whose Hornby Rocket appeared in the 

last issue, wrote in with the following: 

This all began in the mid '70s when I built the 0-4-0 

chassis. It was originally set for 32mm on "0" Gauge 

track, but recently reset for 45mm on Gauge 1 track.  

I made the Meccano chassis and my then boss 

resoldered the steam pipes.  These steam pipes 

were then wrapped in asbestos string to retain the 

steam temperature.  Providing the sun is shining and 

there is no wind it works very well. 

Following recent experience with speed reduction 

and increased torque with the eight wheel Shay 

chassis I may modify this model later. 

In the mid '80s I bought the Mamod 

loco kit that you can see, from a 

model shop in Nether Stowey, 

Somerset for £35. It is 32mm only, 

and I rue the day that I gave a 45mm 

conversion to a friend. It is painted in 

my favourite Stroudley colour, and 

bears brass nameplates with the 

name 'The Perkin'. Sadly the loco has 

not run for some time, but hopefully 

will get the chance to on a friend's line 

this summer. 

If you have an interest in these sorts 

of models, then if you venture onto 

Facebook the following sites may be worthwhile? 

Gauge 1 Modellers 

Garden Railways 

3.5in Railways 

Mamod Steam Engines . 

I made an eight wheel drive Shay chassis in 

Meccano powered by the yellow Meccano six 

speed electric motor some time ago. It has been 

exhibited at a Henley upon Thames Meccano 

event. Inspired by two articles in the G Scale 

Magazine I purchased a second hand Meccano 

steam engine. It would not run, so I took it to my 

live steam friend Trevor. He waved his magic 

wand, determined that the problem was a faulty 

Mamods, Meccano and “The THYNGE” 
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pressure valve, and soon had it 

repaired and running. 

These engines were also made by 

Mamod and very versatile with 

Meccano spacing holes. It was 

necessary to cut away some of the 

base plate with a disc cutter to 

clear access slots for the meths 

burner and the chain and sprocket 

drive. 

When originally built with the 

same speed reduction as in the 

articles it only had enough torque 

for a four wheel 45mm chassis and 

not the eight wheel Shay chassis. 

As my intention was to power the 

Shay chassis I added two further 

stages of speed reduction with a 

successful run in both directions. 

I have also built a four wheel chassis in Meccano for 3.5ins track. Later I will see if it is powerful enough 

to push the Hornby Rocket and tender featured in TBM47. 
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The Power Struggle 
This exchange all started over a Mamod clip on 

You Tube showing its haulage capabilities. Keith 

Skillicorn had posted a clip of a different Mamod 

doing much the same, so I suggested to Dave 

Pinniger that it might be fun to organise trials on 

the Phurcombe Hall heritage layout at maybe 

the Exeter Show to see just what loco would pull 

the most. Dave P quite rightly suggested that 

such trials would be of very limited value, as 

someone would end up building a model just to 

win the competition, and anyway, once the train 

(however long and heavy) was rolling, as long as 

the track was level, it would prove nothing. 

This led Dave into sending me these photos, with 

the following details: This is an amazing 1/4" 

scale 0 gauge 2-10-10-2 C & O Mallet locomotive 

built by a guy called Charlie Mynhier.  It is mostly 

made of stainless steel and fired by pure 

propane.  Mike Dockery talked to Charlie at 

Diamondhead in 2007. 

Another guy asked Charlie how he built it and 

Charlie replied "I take a chunk of stainless and 

machine everything away that isn't a 

locomotive!". The overhead shot of the loco 

shows it is on a huge train which went nearly all 

round the track. Truly memorable if not really 

heritage. 

Mike Dockery then kindly added in this: When pulling the almost 'round the track' train, the support legs 

of the layout appeared to lean inwards on the curves. It was a work of art, having almost no what 

Charlie referred to as 'soddering'. The cylinder ends were threaded into place at 72 tpi. The straight 

propane fuel is stored at 1000 psi, so when asked by an eminent British 16mm engineer who was also at 

the Show what the  exhaust temperature was like, I help my hand over the chimney at a rough height of 

some two foot, and despite the pain smiled and said 'warm but okay'.  This person then also held his 

hand over, but at a 

much lower height of 

some nine inches, and 

his loud exclamation 

certainly questioned 

my sense  of humour!  



P A G E  2 2  I S S U E  2 8  J U L Y . A U G U S T  2 0 2 2  

 

 

Progress at Woody Bay 
In case you wonder why we are keeping you up to date with this new line at Woody Bay station, it is the 

fact that, after when it is officially opened at the upcoming L&B Gala in September, there will likely be 

quite a few of you with heritage Manning Wardles etc. who would love to run them on the site of the 

original line. I could see Nigel booking a week's running so that he could try out all of his locos? I have an 

Archangel Exe that I would really like to try out here, and I continue to thank the small group who have 

worked away making this possible, as well as the trustees and management of the line itself for their 

help and encouragement. 
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Fairlies at Evermore 
Derek writes: 

Keith Skillicorn held a recent Festiniog themed steam up. Whilst 

invited, I was unable to go but my Steamcraft fairlie did attend. 

You will see Steve Bradley in one photo with Merddin Emrys. I 

have mentioned him in TBM at odd times. He is a close friend, 

and is pretty much ever present when we take the heritage lay-

out anywhere. The two of us did a large part of the woodworking 

side of making Phurcombe Hall, and Steve keeps the whole thing 

in good order. He worked for Tom Cooper at his Steamlines busi-

ness in Oswestry in the early '90s, and is an accomplished model-

ler. I hope to include an article in TBM on his locos and rolling 

stock, and at some point will be examining Tom's final business 

venture as Steamlines with Steve's help. 

Of the three Fairlies that you can see in the photos, Earl of Meiri-

oneth was built by Paul Millington, whilst Keith's own home 

built James Spooner makes up 

the trio. I continually recom-

mend to those of you who 

venture onto You Tube, that if 

you put in IAMFORCEVFOUR 

(note the V), you can access 

all of Keith's 148 clips, and 

certainly it is worth watching 

James Spooner run. 
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Wrightscale 

GVT 

Baldwin 
Derek writes: Malcolm Wright 

was advertising that he was 

taking orders for this variant 

of his Baldwin models in 

1998, though Dave Pinniger 

took a photo of one as just 

arrived at the 2002 

Association Show. The 

Baldwin is not the most attractive loco to some people's 

eyes, but I think that in GVT guise it is probably at its best, 

with the livery and copper capped chimney. This particular 

model was owned by the late Eric Lloyd, and he took it to 

Keith Skillicorn's Line, who took these photos a good few 

years ago now. It looks really well, and you can see it 

alongside one of Robin Gosling's GVT tram locos which 

gives you a good visual comparison of size.  In more 

recent times I have seen a couple of modified Accucraft 

locos to resemble the GVT version.  Nigel adds, Steve 

Acton also built a versions of the Baldwin running in GVT 

guise and also as Peggy and Bridget of the Ashover Light 

Railway fame.  These were frequent runners on the 

Butterley Garden Railway Association demonstration line 

at Midland Railway Centre….. Wonder where they are now….. 
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IP Engineering Jane, a steamy 

blast from the Heritage past! 
 

Lawrence Hill kindly writes as follows: I really do enjoy 

reading SMT (the house magazine of the 16mm Association).  

Then I discovered Throwback Modeller online, and I've joined 

the Shropshire Facebook Group as an honorary Salopian.   

But there's a problem. (There's always a problem; at least 

one). And it's this... 

Looking at the quality and excellence of everyone's 

contributions I am suffering from a severe spot of inferiority 

complex. But I hope my experiences with a vintage IP 

Engineering Jane might be informative to other relative 

newcomers to garden railways, and spirit fired locos in 

particular. And hopefully the more experienced firemen (and 

ladies) and foot-platers will forgive me if I seem to be 

teaching anyone to suck eggs or seem to state what is quite 

obvious to everyone else but me... 

About 'Jane'  Jane is I suppose the grown up sister to the 

Mamod SL1 – a bit more refined. (Much more some might 

say). But in the day a bit more expensive of course. Mine was 

acquired from our favourite online auction site about four years ago and had not been used for 

some time. Advertised as 'untested and not guaranteed running'.  The price broadly reflected 

this and following a 'no sale' in the auction, a cheeky offer secured a purchase with a degree of 

calculated risk in the event that major repairs were required.  

These locos have a reputation for simplicity, and should be relatively easy to fix up. Which they 

are. 'Relatively' 

being the key word! 

Hopefully what I 

learnt will be useful 

to new Mamod and 

Jane or Millie or 

Janet owners.  

The original IP 

Engineering loco 

was manufactured 

from about 1994 

until the early 

2000s  

Following some 

online digging I 

downloaded the 
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 Jane owners manual from the Houston Gate 

Locomotive Works links page and a copy of  

the'Mamodifications' advice booklet (available on the 

same site) collated from the earlier editions of SMT. 

Both of these were useful and provided a good place 

to start a service regime, and how to set up the loco 

before firing up.  

Jane was supported on some blocks of timber. All the 

usual oiling points were lubricated. The first steam up 

was not a great success though. In fact a distinct un-

success. There was much frothing and bubbling at the 

reversing valve and the valve chests/ pistons. The 

safety valve did not rise, the wicks kept extinguishing 

themselves and nothing boiled. This continued until 

the seventh or eighth firing up. 

No problem... (did I really say that?) I would 

dismantle the loco, clean her up, reassemble and I 

also added/ replaced new bolts to the valve chests as 

each only had three of the four bolts and had lost one 

along the way. And everything should be fine.  It 

wasn't! The next four or five firings managed a boil up 

and achieved only a partial rotation of the wheels 

once the reversing lever was set forward and the 

regulator opened. Then the regulator handle detached.  

I silver soldered the handle back to the nut. I dismantled everything again. And reassembled. The pistons 

were manually pumped up and down which discharged a fair quantity of caramelised steam compound 

oil (mostly over my trousers, I am now saving up for a brown warehouseman's coat). I think the oil was 

very old and had congealed/oxidised but had softened up with the multiple steamings. The valve chests 

were carefully repacked onto the chassis with home made gaskets which significantly improved matters 

and reduced pressure losses - especially with all four bolts now securing the valve chest to the chassis 

and steam ports.  

This time I only half filled the boiler, being more careful not to dampen the wicks, refilled the meths and 

had a series of partial wheel rotations each time I opened the regulator. Some sort of improvement. In 

frustration I drove the engine (manually and like a six year old) with the regulator open and the valve set 

to 'forward' and managed to mildly scald myself as the chimney showered a froth of steam and hot oil 

over my fingers. (Note to self …).  But the loco did start to show some signs of life with some continuing 

but erratic rotations of the driving wheels.  

I re-read the 'Mamodifications' and did a further dis-assembly, tweaked the wicks, replaced a variety of 

O ring seals, and this time gently lapped the valve and reversing block mating surfaces and cleaned up 

the mating surfaces where the original valve chest gaskets had deteriorated and some old gubbins 

remained. The next re-firing with a half tank of water managed a five minute run on the blocks. After a 

couple more re-fuellings I was achieving more prolonged running time. 

Lessons learned 

Following a chat with a colleague who spends his weekends covered in rust chippings whilst restoring 

old 12” to the foot real locos  he mentioned that he had seen a piston rod bent under steam load due to 

 Jane and the blue train 

Photo Daniel Town  
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the friction caused by congealed steam oil in the cylinder.  

I think the Jane undoubtedly suffered from this and by variously dismantling and manually 

cycling and pumping the pistons, using very light oil to lubricate them which probably acted as a 

solvent in conjunction with the softening effects of the heat, allowing the pistons and 

connecting rods to eventually manage a full cycle under steam load. Certainly a considerable 

amount of brown sludge was eventually ejected from the valve ports when they were worked 

over whilst off the loco.   

If I had been more patient a paraffin soak for 24 hours would have probably saved me a lot of 

time in the long run and washed out the old thickened oils which probably oxidised when the 

engine was laid up. New fibre washers under 

the safety valve, filling valve and water gauge 

are cheap and highly beneficial. I did use some 

neoprene O rings initially but these soon 

deteriorated under the torque of tightening up 

the respective valves. The fibre washers have 

lasted much better. I now purchase them on 

Ebay in bags of 25 for about ￡4 (1/4” diameter 

with 3/8 bore). I previously tried cutting some 

in leather as I inherited a set of washer cutters 

but the leather tended to bake in the heat and 

these were a useful quick fix but without 

longevity.  

Half filling the boiler had a dramatic effect on 

raising steam – the meths tank has a limited 

capacity and needs frequent topping up, so 

reducing the boiler load made a huge 

improvement to both boiling time and seemed 

to assist the pressure too. I find the filler gauge 

is none too reliable so I use a dip stick when 

Midnight Jane?  

Late night running 

at BGRA, parked 

behind a NGG16 

Garratt—photo 

Daniel Town 
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filling up, and this is much more accurate.  

Cleaning the safety valve out (unscrew, quick puff, light brush out, reassemble) then lubricating 

occasionally with cycle oil worked wonders. Don't forget to give it a 'pliers test' wiggle of the guide rod 

which sticks out but be prepared for a gush of steam if the engine is near boiling. Ideally a pre-steam 

wiggle is better to check the spring and valve are freely operating. The more frequently I ran the loco the 

better it was as everything continued to free up.  

Spare parts are available from RWM  - Roy Wood Models and Roy was also very helpful with some 

advice along the way. Although I had already tried some of his recommendations it gave me the 

confidence to persist until I was successful.  I purchased a pair of valve gaskets for ￡2 from Roy which 

have improved the pressure raising even further.  (Roy also sells the Janet which is in effect a gas fired 

'Jane' and I believe he bought the manufacturing rights from IP Engineering). 

What else? 

Oh yes a pair of leather gardening gloves are an investment when moving a hot loco onto the track from 

the firing up blocks – and  properly set up blocks fixed to a baseboard are much more reliable than 

fiddling about with loose chunks of timber which inevitably shift as one tries to fettle a loco.   Carefully 

trimmed wicks don't need much more attention once fully set up. Read the 'meths firing' article on the 

Roundhouse Engineering website for their guide which is very good. Fibreglass 3mm diameter wicks can 

be purchased on Ebay in three metre lengths and doubled up are cheap enough to allow for some 

experimental height and 'packing tightness' experimentation to best effect.  

Don't forget to drain down and refill the steam oil after each run and do follow the simple maintenance 

instructions. I suspect lack of housekeeping by the previous owner had allowed the compound oil to 

oxidise in the cylinders but a flush through prior to long term storage would have been a sensible 

precaution. 

What's next? I am just about to fit an open cab which gives this little loco a bit more gravitas. Once Roy 

Wood has brass filler valve covers – brass domes – back in stock I shall add one to finish off the look and 

invest in some Brasso to keep her looking her best. Maybe some nameplates...? 
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Letter from 

Australia 

Gary Newton writes: 

I received the recent Throwback 

Modeller, thanks for that. Always most 

enjoyable. Re: the article on Royal and 

upper class garden rail, please see the 

two pics that I scanned from a book that 

I found at a jumble sale when I was 

about 15 years of age. I remember 

paying One Shilling for it. The first photo 

in it got my attention. This was way before Garden Rail or steam engines and it gave 

me an inkling about steam engine valves, steam chests etc. Well worth my shilling ! I 

thought the photo might be of interest? 

Also see pix of our last run day, during which I ran our old Merlin Loco, now in 0 

gauge only and with upgraded RX and battery in a tender. Also my 0 gauge second 

hand Mamod, the start of my Garden Rail Itis. After I got this it soon became gas fired 

and radio controlled. The two wooden figures were made at 16 mm/ft to allow me to 

get doors, windows and seats right in rolling stock. The jointed figure has bendy 

drinking straws for elbows and knees. I have also included a pic of a Kogarah Steam 

Tram. This system worked in Kogarah NSWAustralia for many years. 

Derek 

concludes: If 

there is one 

thing I miss, it 

is the letters 

pages of such 

as the house 

magazine of 

the 16mm 

Association 

(SMT), which 

used to be a 

fascinating 

and 

humorous 

read. Gary's 
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Come on feel the noise 
Derek writes: For those of you with long memories, the title of this piece was also a hit for Slade back in 

the day. 

Sammy the Shunter (as opposed to the later 0-4-0 steam loco) appears in Archangel Models 3rd.edition 

of their catalogue which is duplicated and stapled and cost a whole 25p at the time. It is however, a 

fascinating time capsule with loads of information for the enthusiast. Outside the scope of our actual 

hobby, but to me nonetheless interesting, in the Gauge 0 and 1 models appears a Kent & East Sussex 

steam rail-car (as all the illustrations were line drawings there is no photo to show that any of these 

were built).  

Back to the subject though. Stewart is not the only person to make or offer a loco powered by a model 

aircraft engine. In earlier TBM's we have mentioned John Brittain, and Ivan Prior of IP Engineering, 

whose earlier background involved making model aero engines, made a prototype with a diesel engine 

that was tested by Tag Gorton. It never made full production as it vibrated everything off the model! In 

more recent times we have of course had Pilgrim, whose project has passed now to Roy Wood Models, 

though this uses an aero engine to drive a generator. 

Whatever, I do know one person who owns one of the Archangel locos, though personally I have never 

seen it run. The owner tells me that, due to the fuel used back in the day having been changed to meet 

current standards, there is a copious plume of smoke emitted which makes most people leave the area 

rapidly, and the noise is also a bit like cutting a sheet of metal with a chainsaw! A great pity. Reading 

Stewarts write up in the catalogue sort of gives you a warning by highlighting the silencer. 

Finally, just to balance other approaches to using such propulsion, the photo of the railcar is one built by 

the late Gordon Diplock. Far more simple as there was no drive involved other than the propellor, the 

model did have an 

r/c disc brake. I 

have mentioned it 

before, but if you 

go to You Tube and 

put in 'the amazing 

Gordon Diplock 

Aero-Railcar' you 

can see and hear it 

run. I am aware 

that some 

modellers are still 

experimenting and 

building such locos, 

but have any of our 

readers got either a 

Sammy or anything 

similar from the 

early days? 
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Sand Hutton Light Railway Derek again:  I have just reread K E Hartley 

and Paul Ingham's excellent book 'The Sand Hutton Light Railway' which was the third revised 

and enlarged Edition published in 2013 by RCL Publications. This line is not on too many people's 

radar, not least by being 18" gauge, but it is a marvellous example of a country line that ran for 

all too brief a period. As a carrier its main use was to bring bricks from Claxton Brickworks to a 

main line railhead, and when the works closed (they ran out of clay!) then the line lost almost all 

of its traffic and hence revenue. It had also served the agricultural community of the area well, 

but the move to road transport had again sounded the death knell. 

Passengers were only ever conveyed in a single carriage which happily survives to this day, 

though much rebuilt. The line was almost all single track, with passing loops where necessary. 

Believe it or not, they actually put a small refreshment area into the coach for a time. 

This is a wonderful little line, built to do a job. It does also give a new modeller with very little in 

the way of models the chance  to run very short trains. In transcribing the piece on the IP Jane, 

for which I have a certain respect, I thought that one of these,  with a single coach and a brake 

van would be a prototypical length train.  

7/8ths. scale modellers will be aware of the Waril class models made firstly by Harvey Watkins, 

and latterly by Wilson Locomotive Works in Australia, and others. They are an almost perfect 

balance of narrow gauge looks, and Jack which was not a SHLR loco, can be found currently at 

Statfold Barn. Chris Tilley, who has one of the longest established garden lines in the country, 

changed from 16mm to 7/8ths a few years ago (which is how I came to buy his Gosling GVT's) 

and bought one of Harvey's Jacks. It is seen here on his Barle Valley Railway with his version of 

the SHLR coach and brake van, helping to make my point. 
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Back with a vengeance 
Derek writes: 

In the last issue we printed a letter from Peter Bleasdale, who was making a welcome but 

belated return to the hobby. He mentioned that he was in the process of building some early 

rolling stock kits. Well, here some of them are, and looking very well. The underside view of the 

Don Pearse Howard vans shows the bogies, which were bought from the original Brandbright, 

and are glass reinforced plastic and also  compensated. 

The red meths fired Lady Anne that was also in the last issue, began life directly from 

Roundhouse in 1985. The only non original part is the red coupling rods which Peter did himself 

on receipt of the model. The nameplates were by arrangement with his wife. I think that the 

loco looks very well in these photos, and it is easy to see why this model enjoyed such a long 

production life. 
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Charity day 

in Oswestry 
Derek writes: 

We recently made a return visit 
to the Treetops Light Railway in 
Oswestry, to help in their 
fundraising for Macmillan Nurses. 

It is a 5" gauge ground level line. 
We have the Phurcombe Hall 
heritage layout on a higher level 
lawn. This year there was 

a fairly strong wind (change from 
the more normal rain!) which 
forced us to run with no side 
curtains on the layout, no 
buildings  

and almost no rolling stock as it 
was having a tendency to take 
off! However, with the invaluable 
help from Steve Bradley, Mike 

Wakefield and David Jones we 
put on a display of 16mm live 
steam and battery. Apart from 
the two railways there was a 
large  

home made cake marquee. With 
admission at £2, and rides all 
afternoon with three trains on 
track, the very worthwhile sum of  

£707 was raised for the Charity in 
just four hours, and we all had a 
great time. 
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Pinnigers Patch - Tale of 

two Pooters. 
I selected these two old snaps from my box of AVR prints and I make 

no apologies for writing about Pooters again as they play an 

important part in my 16mm journey.  

Photo 1 shows Jack Wheldon’s own “Lupin” which was Mark 1 Pooter number 2 which Jack used as a 

test bed for different ideas to improve steaming. This is an early shot taken around 1981 when “Lupin” 

was in the brown livery and still has the original boiler. The loco is standing on the AVR main line in front 

of the station at Woody End, the building is one of Peter Jones based on Dolgoch and is made of 

scorched marine ply. The train behind on the siding is the Sedimentary Sand and Gravel Company works 

train. The photo clearly shows the original AVR track bed which was mainly early Bassett Lowke brass 

rail and pressed steel chairs with the sleepers on a plywood base. Although I laid the track on a 3” x 1” 

base, fairly predictably the plywood soon delaminated in the first wet winter, and the next spring I had 

to rebuild with track with sleepers on obechi battens and relay the whole lot. After about 10 years the 

3” x 1” base also rotted and was replaced with the current method of track on battens on brick pavers. 

Photo 2 is a year or so later and shows the first Roundhouse “Charles Pooter” which I reviewed for 

Model Railway Constructor in 1984. The loco is on the AVR main line passing another Peter Jones ply 

building, this one based on the standard North Wales Narrow Gauge station c#design. The bridge in the 

background in the triangle is on the line out of Bishops Amble. This was made of plywood by my 

Grandfather Ted Pinniger for my father’s 0 gauge 3 rail electric railway in the attic of our house at 

Chingford. When my parents moved to Cookham and the railway was taken up, I rescued the bridge and 

Photo 1 “Lupin” at Woody End. 
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some of the Bonds track and points which were then incorporated into the 16mm AVR. The 

bridge lasted a few years until a visitor [who shall be nameless] tried to step over it and 

accidently smashed it to pieces. It was then replaced with a much more robust Meccano girder 

bridge which became known as Binns Road Bridge and is still there today [Photo 3]. David 

Pinniger 

After sending in this piece, Dave P discovered the colour photo of Jack's original Pooter. It was 

taken by Dave Rowlands on his line at Iver, where Jack was obviously visiting but not DP at that 

time, and is undoubtedly the first colour shot of the loco, identified as the original Pooter by the 

curved cab roof. It would have been in '80 or '81.  

Derek points out that we currently have two Roundhouse Pooters on offer in the Sales section. 

The one has had almost no use, and is in superb order but is 45mm gauge only. However, I know 

of another early Roundhouse loco that was regauged from 45mm to 32mm for £200, so this 

surely makes it worth considering? 

Photo 3 Tail lamp, 

the last train of 

the day crossing 

Binns Road bridge 

Photo 2 “Charles 

Pooter” on test.   
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 The other Pooter is 

new to TBM, and 

whilst a very early 

version this one 

happens to be 

convertible to both 

gauges. Have a look 

if you are 

interested? 

 

 

 

 

 Taw haulage  
Dave Pinniger writes: Just found this old shot of Paul Stoolman's meths fired Archangel "Taw" on a massive 30 axle train on 

Paul's track.  We were seeing what it would pull!  

Nigel you might want to use it to up the L & B score by one……..? 

Original Jack 
Wheldon 
Pooter  
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Dave 

Stock-

well’s L&B 

line 

Derek writes:  

I am grateful to various 
members of the Central 
Somerset Group for these 
photos, including Lau-
rence Poole and Chris 
Tilley. 

Many years in the build-
ing, this line is at Cleve-
don near Bristol, and I 
was very sad not to be 
able to accept an invita-
tion to go to the Annual 
Open Day this year. It has 
taken time to evolve, 
some 20 years I am told 
by Chris Tilley, and in my 
eyes at least is dominated 
by the magnificent  Brunel Buildings Chelfham viaduct. 

The photos are just to give you a flavour - I hope to see if for real at some point. I have mentioned be-
fore that you can find a run around the line on You Tube. Just put in L & BR in 16mm Scale. 
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 Go write rubbish? This dates from before the Millenium, and was sent in by someone who can remain nameless  

Great! We’ll ramble! Gleneagle Waterworks Railway goes winding round glorious white roses growing with rhubarb. Gangs 

worked really gracefully when railcar going west rapidly grabbed wild rabbit gnawing winter radishes. Geoff was rather 

grumpy (with reason) given Wally’s reckless green wellie ripped Gordon’s white rainhat. Gravel was raked grudgingly when 

Robin got wet raiment. Green watercress roulade, garnished with rosemary, generously went round Greek wedding 

reception guests, with relish guzzling white rum, gin, whisky, red grape wine, retsina... Glaswegians will ramble (grinning 

whilst roaming) gently with riotous, gleeful wild remarks. Gushing waterfalls ruin good wide roads. Great Welsh railways give 

wonderfully realistic garden walls - really. Golly! What rot! 

GHOST WRITER REJECTS...Great Western Railway: Gleneagle Waterworks Railway, God’s Wonderful Railway, Great Western 

Region, Gordon’s Wobbly Railway...  
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DETECTIVE DEREK,   

CASE 1   

Jonathan Palterman  writes: Many thanks for TBM27!  Now, is 

there any chance you or any of the readers could identify the 

burner and gas tank in the attached images? They were 

discovered in a box in the garden shed where they had lain 

undisturbed for some twenty years! I tried my normal 

experts... but drew blanks. Any ideas welcome? 

    

CASE 2 Brandbright Peldon 

James Finister writes that: As part of a sort out, I came across 

my old Brandbright Peldon. Along with the Ron Grant Kerr 

Stuart (and the Merlin Hudson and Motor-Mule) I think this 

was a very significant loco. 

But I suddenly realised I know nothing about who designed it? 

Perhaps scope for an article from someone who would know? 

Incidentally, this might be available for sale at some point. 
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CASE 3  

A.W. N.U.T.S. 

Derek again, this one is for me, The initials stand for 'Always Whimsical - Not Usually To Scale. 

I know nothing about this group, which was certainly going strong in the late '90s. Okay, it would appeal 

to me, as I am sure you can guess! 

Still, I am not unique in my love of whimsical in our hobby, and would mention Dave Pinniger and 

Graham Stowell just for starters.  So, can anyone out there help me with information, and since they 

were advertising a 

Magazine and the 

Society had an address 

near Sheffield, has 

anyone got a copy (ies) 

that I could scan or 

have please? The 

photos in their advert 

in Garden Rail are very 

appealing. More to the 

point, if you were a 

member or have any 

models in this genre, 

then please let me 

know. 

 

WHAT'S IN A NAME? 
 

Derek writes: Personally, I am not a prototypical modeller, because my tastes range across far more 

than just one line, and also I am into trams, railcars and more than just locos. Equally, I have never 

wanted to create a fictitious history for my line. It is mine, to do with as I want, and to run anything that 

takes my fancy. 

However, people kept asking me the name of the line, so feeling rather clever I decided to call it the 

Llanforda & Breidden, as both these names appear in my address. It did however give me access to 

ready made graphics if I wanted to go down that route. Recently I visited one of our contributors, Martin 

Haywood, at his Woodseaves Lake Light Railway, where the penny dropped that someone else had the 

same idea. Discussing it with him, he reminded me that Dave Mees' line is the Wigfa & Llanrwst Light 

Railway. 

Finally, I went to see Harvey Watkins the other day, whose line is the Coleford Minimal Railway. 

Question is, how many more of you have  named your lines in the same manner, and if you have please 

do tell us.  

Photo Dave Meashey - from Large Scale Central webforum 
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DOWN 

2. Place to book railway tickets is not on frozen wa-
ter. (6) 

3. Five I removed from Teifi Valley chaos recently. 
(6) 

4. I OK aid distribution for Japanese martial art. (6) 

5. A good place for a lock; not a garden railway. (6) 

6. Army fire engine found on Romney Hythe and 
Dymchurch railway. (5,7) 

7. Merry Ed minds broken down Festiniog loco. (7,5) 

10. Loco manufacturer provides cleaning implement. 
(5) 

11. German plateau region that sounds like French 
engineer who designed the Garabit railway viaduct 
and a tower. (5) 

15. Trains going in opposite directions damage car-
ton. (6) 

16. So Kent is realigned for single line working. (6) 

17. There’s sleaze about a Leighton Buzzard loco. (6) 

18. Let nun restore underground railway passage 
(through holy hill?). (6) 

 
Chris and Jenny Dowlen 

ACROSS 

1. Club eating do is rearranged for pistons 
that work both ways. (6,6) 

8. Ref oft changes force exerted by loco. 
(6) 

9. Linked conversion to light fire in loco. (6) 

10. Grass leaf is part of point. (5) 

12. Sketched short railway for diesel loco 
manufacturer. (6) 

13. Lubricate large American lorry or North 
Sea platform. (3,3) 

14. Most agreeable insect metamorphosed. 
(6) 

17. Move sedate railway passengers who 
have found the best way to travel. (6)  

19. Built by railway company to provide 
destination for travellers. (5) 

20. Turn wheel or change loco drivers in 
sequence. (6) 

21. Steven rearranged railway club 
happenings. (6) 

22. Al scans these in order to find former 
Antrim Railway. (6,6) 

Solution to OILY RAG CROSSWORD #26 (republished in March/April Throwback Modeller#27) 

ACROSS 

3. Midlander;  7. TVR; 8. Adrian Bloom;  10. Model; 11. Hornsby; 13. Aprons; 14. Linear;  

17. Anglian; 19. Sacks; 20. Nationalise; 22. ESR; 23. Merioneth 

DOWN 

1. Steam Gala; 2. Brandbright; 3. Märklin; 4. Drachm; 5. Amber; 6. Eco; 9. Oyster Creek;  

12. Yorkshire; 15. Ipswich; 16. Engage; 18. Iroko; 21. Ale. 



Team tram (Derek) - 13  Team L&B (Nigel) - 10 

 

TBM #26 score card 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m rounding out another chapter in 

the Throwback Modeller story.  On the 

desk in front of me the Hugh Saunders 

Lyn sits quiet.  As I bash away at my 

keyboard (#joysofhomeworking), I 

come to appreciate the skills and 

precision in this model….  working 

oilers on the connecting rods - I need to 

work a little harder on my modelling 

skills to match this little jewel.  I really 

enjoyed the Peterborough show it was 

good to put more names to faces.  I 

didn’t see much of the show, I really 

enjoyed talking with old friends and 

making new ones as we discussed our 

shared passions.  I had four Garratts 

with me and ran three of them.  One 

“failed” with a scaled up clack and I 

couldn’t get water in the boiler.  There 

are photos of the other three running 

on various YouTube videos of the show.  

I have not mastered running and taking 

photos/video at the same time…. but 

there again has anyone…..Discussions 

with my pal Alan Macfarlane resulted in 

the purchase of a still—my locos have 

now been upgraded from dehumidifier 

water to fully distilled water.  I now 

have clear sight glasses and no longer 

suffer sticking clacks.  I hope you get 

time to enjoy 

your models over 

the summer, 

keep your clacks 

free, Nigel ;-) 

Bank Holiday Monday August 29th. Light Railway Gala at the Westonzoyland 
Pumping Station Museum, Hoopers Lane, Bridgwater, TA7 0LS, from10.00 - 16.00. 
They will have an assortment of industrial diesels running on their 2' gauge line, 
with hopefully the visit of Kerr Stuart 'Wren' Peter Pan. The Somerset Group's 
portable 16mm layout 'Dreckly' will be there, as also some in smaller scales. 

Llanfair Garden Railway Show. 3rd. and 4th. September, held in the Institute at 
Llanfair Caereinion SY21 0HW. Opens both days at 10.00, till 16.30 Sat and 16.00 
Sun.  This is also the date of the Gala on the Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway, 
which always has additional attractions and the visiting loco will be the newly 
restored 'Premier' from the SKLR. A good combination weekend. 

Yorkshire Garden Railway Show, 10th September, held at the Elsecar Heritage 
Centre S74 8HJ from 10.00 till 16.00. Variety of layouts and traders.  

September 24/25th. Lynton & Barnstaple Railway Gala Weekend at Woody Bay. 
Hopefully this will see the official opening of the Garden Railway. 

The Exeter Show, will be on Saturday 29th. October 10.30 - 16.30. It is at the usu-
al venue of The Matford Centre, on the Industrial Estate at Marsh Barton, EX2 
8FD, details on the website: www.exetergardenrailwayshow.com. Phurcombe 
Hall heritage layout will be there, and the attendant static display.  Please bring 
something to show and/or run, it would be good if you could give me prior notice.  

Steam in Beds Saturday 26 November 2022. Venue Eaton Bray Village Hall, 
Church Lane, Eaton Bray, Nr Dunstable, LU6 2DJ Organised by Bedfordshire Area 
Group of The Association of 16mm Narrow Gauge Modellers Contact: Mr Chris 
Pretty, 07919 554409 or c.pretty0301@btinternet.com Group web page: 
www.bag16mm.org.uk  Opening times 10.00 am to 4.00 pm Entrance fee Adults 
£5.00 accompanied children under 16 free.  Live Steam Layouts will be Ridgmont, 
Prayle Grove or Eaton Downs, Aberwyn Traders attending are: Anything Narrow 
Gauge, Brandbright, Coach & Carriage Works, Garden Rail Ltd, Boot Lane Works, 
Plate Way, Trenarren, Jons People, MacMillan, Blackcat Bridges, Chuffed to Bits, 
Timpdon Models, Kent Garden Rail, John Sutton Models, Bole Laser Craft. Free 
Parking and wheelchair friendly throughout. Refreshments all day. 

Diary Dates  

In doing the “count” it amused me that Progress at Woody bay featured Lyn and Lew, the same combination on the cover!  

The deck was stacked against Derek’s Tram team this issue as we featured Dave’s L&B line.  STOP PRESS recount  Derek 

“forgot” to send an article, miraculously the tram score jumped to beat the L&B’s…. Lets call it dubious and leave it there ;-)  

 
How to contact us…. 

***  Derek Wiggins; 

Email;  

derekwiggins@btinternet.com  

Phone;  01691 654474 

 

***  Nigel Town; 

Email;  nigel.town@uwclub.net  

Phone/Text; 07551 781 583 

16mm Heritage Locomotive 

Owners and Operators 
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